
 
NEWS RELEASE 

 
Nuron Biotech Selects the Merck BioManufacturing Network as 

Manufacturing Supplier for Next Generation Interferon Beta Pivotal 
Study for Multiple Sclerosis 

 
Billingham, UK, February 8th 2011 – Nuron Biotech, Inc. has selected the Merck 

BioManufacturing Network in the UK to manufacture large scale GMP clinical 

supplies of NU100 and undertake process validation leading to long-term commercial 

operations. NU100 is a proprietary recombinant human interferon beta compound 

being developed for the treatment of multiple sclerosis (MS).  Nuron Biotech plans to 

take NU100 into Phase III clinical trials in 2011. The manufacturing process uses a 

novel large scale pressure refold technology, PreEMT™, which has been installed on 

the Billingham, UK site. 

 

”The novel steps in manufacturing that make NU100 unique are important to the 

success of our product development program,” stated Shankar Musunuri, PhD, MBA, 

Chief Executive Officer, Founder, Nuron Biotech. “The experience and breadth of 

capabilities offered by Merck BioManufacturing Network match our needs in both the 

clinical trial production as well as commercialization of our unique product for patients 

with MS.” 

 

Steve Bagshaw, Site General Manager of the Merck BioManufacturing Network at 

Billingham, where NU100 will be manufactured, said, "We are delighted that Nuron 

has chosen to work with us, recognizing our many years of development experience 

in microbial biologics, our focus on introducing new technologies and our capacity 

that offers appropriate scales for their manufacturing needs."   

  

More than 2.1 million people worldwide are thought to be affected by MS, an 

inflammatory disease of the central nervous system that is often debilitating. Nuron 

believes that NU100 will be differentiated from other interferon-beta products by 

virtue of incorporation of PreEMTTM pressure enabled manufacturing process 

technology that creates a novel interferon beta-1b product that is both free of human 

serum albumin (HSA) and is essentially free of aggregates. 



 

About Nuron Biotech  

Nuron Biotech’s vision is to bring better biologics to market with enhanced product 

profiles for better health of patients. Nuron’s founders and management team are 

veteran industry executives who have made significant contributions in developing, 

launching and managing the life cycle of various biologics while at Pfizer and other 

biotechnology companies. 

In less than a year after initiating operations Nuron has been extremely successful 

establishing late-stage product programs in three distinct disease areas, Central 

Nervous Systems (CNS), Wound Healing and Vaccines.  www.nuronbiotech.com  

 

About Merck BioManufacturing Network 

Merck BioManufacturing Network (known outside the USA and Canada as MSD 

BioManufacturing Network) is a full service CMO providing development and 

manufacturing services for biologics to pharmaceutical and biotechnology companies. 

It comprises the operations at Billingham, UK (formerly Avecia Biologics), and at 

Research Triangle Park, NC, USA (formerly Diosynth Biotechnology). Merck is 

known as MSD outside USA and Canada. For additional information about Merck 

BioManufacturing Network, visit www.biomanufacturingnetwork.com. 

 

 
PreEMT™ is a proprietary technology of BaroFold, Inc. and exclusively licensed to 
Nuron Biotech, Inc. for beta interferons.  
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